
not go very far without the enthusi-

astic engagement of its constitu-

ents. I had the opportunity to meet 

with the UR BMES officers as they 

planned a series of exciting, social 

and professional events. I couldn’t 

be more thrilled to work with such 

a talented and energetic group. I 

will not burst their bubble by re-

vealing what they have planned, but 

I can promise you that this year will 

feature a number of events that en-

gage the faculty, students, and 

alumni to promote our profession 

and careers as biomedical engi-

neers. So make sure to seek out 

your fellow officers and engage 

with them in planning, and cer-

tainly participate in their events to 

contribute to the success our vi-

brant student chapter of BMES. 

Meliora!  

  -Hani Awad 

The “metaphoric” gavel has just 

been passed on to me. Since its 

inception and over the past few 

years, Professors McAleavey 

and Gdowski served the Univer-

sity of Rochester BMES Stu-

dent Chapter admirably, and 

their influence on the evolution 

of this organization is forever. To 

them, you and I owe a great deal 

of gratitude, and I am honored to 

assume the role of UR BMES Fac-

ulty Advisor going forward. 

Every year, UR BMES organizes a 

number of events. Last year, In-

dustry Night, which drew partici-

pants from local industry with 

close ties to our BME department, 

was a phenomenal success. If you 

had attempted to come in to the 

Sloan Auditorium that night to 

attend some of the industry pres-

entations but couldn’t find an 

empty seat in the packed hall, you 

know what I am talking 

about!  The tradition of the 

Annual BME Banquet also 

continued as the faculty 

enjoyed the students’ com-

pany over great food and 

drinks, and endured being 

poked fun of in the spirit of 

good fun. These are just 

two examples of many ex-

citing events. As a crown-

ing of their local and na-

tional success, our own 

BMES Student Chapter will 

be receiving the “BMES 

Student Chapter Meritori-

ous Awards” at the 2009 

BMES Business Meeting 

and Awards Ceremony, 

taking place in Pittsburgh, 

PA. On behalf of the BME 

faculty, Congratulations! 

You made us proud.  

A student organization can-

On  Thursday October 1, 2009, the U of R BME department was thrown into a frenzy.  When the Univer-

sity's janitorial staff came in to clean the building around 6:00 am, they discovered that a giant field of corn 

had somehow sprouted from underneath the tiles of the Munnerlyn Atrium.  The collective minds of the 

department could not figure out how this strange corn field appeared or what to do with it .  A local corn 

expert, farmer Zebadiah Kernel, was called in for a consult.  “Thats a bunch o' corn you got your self 

there,” stated Kernel.  Then his eyes lit up when the solution finally hit him and he exclaimed: “I's gots 

it, we'll make ourselves a corn maze, we will!”  And thus the Hajim Corn maze was created.   In the spirit 

of biomedical engineering, the maze was constructed in the form of a free body diagram ending at the of-

fice of Ms. Dottie Welch, as it is the building’s most frequent destination.  Sadly, a few hours after open-

ing, the maze was torn down because it's axises were not labeled. 

         -Brian Dixon 

Greetings from the New BMES 

Faculty Advisor: Hani Awad  

A-Maize-ing Atrium 
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BME Faculty/Student Picnic 
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As I walked through green terrain with a slow 
cool breeze softly swaying my hair side to 
side, a familiar aroma was detected. The 
fresh air was occupied by the distinctive smell 
of catered food. The 2009 BME faculty/
student picnic was held, as always, at the 
pristine Genesee Valley Park on Friday, Sep-
tember 18th. Through the trees, along the 
river bend, an open area, once part of rolling 
pastoral fields, was occupied by the great 
minds of BME. Relaxing music, accompanied 
with excited chatter due to the delicious as-
sortment of Dinosaur Barbeque cuisine, was 

heard all around. Undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents sitting along side professors, engaging in con-
versation related not to schoolwork is a rare feat and 
a curious sight in all. The different dishes were per-
fect for satisfying not only stomachs, but also inhibit-
ing awkward silences. I noticed a few times that dif-
ferent students encouraged some professors to more 
helpings, inevitably resulting in overfilled stomachs 
but content individuals. 

      After the feast, where without a doubt, 

everyone had had 2 or 3 plates of delicious 

entrees, it was time for an intense game of 

slow pitch softball where the students would 

oppose the faculty in a brutal, unscripted, no 

holds barred, anything possible match. Appar-

ently, the faculty had never lost this clash, 

signifying a hidden athletic competence. Per-

haps they prepared the entire summer, utiliz-

ing different equations to determine optimum 

power and ball placement, which I believe to 

be unfair. Regardless, the faculty won once 

again, further depressing the stu-

dents and continuing another year of 

dominance. The game was rather 

close, with the faculty prevailing 14-

13. Handshakes and hugs amongst 

everyone was a great way to end 

such a memorable event. 

  -Tedi Bagaj 

This year was kicked off with the annual 
BMES Picnic. The event featured an open 
bar for the first time, along with the usual 
(and delicious) Dinosaur Barbeque catering 
and tasteful connections dessert selection. 
Overall it was a great event which brought 
students and faculty back together to begin 
the academic year.  

On October 20th there was a concentration 
panel in Goergen 108. The panel consisted 
of a group of students representing the 
four possible concentrations in the BME 
major as well as some of the major pro-
grams offered through the University of 
Rochester (e.g. study abroad, take five, 
KEY, etc.). Each student on the panel spoke 
briefly on their experiences; this was fol-
lowed by a question and answer session. 
The concentration panel was a very infor-
mative event for those trying to choose 
their concentration and for those inter-
ested in some of the programs offered at 
the University of Rochester.  

An upcoming event is the Graduate Educa-
tion night. This event will be focused on 
students who are looking to acquire a 

graduate education in the field of BME. Cur-
rent graduate students enrolled in a M.S. 
program, a PhD program, or in an MD-PhD 
program will be brought in to provide insight 
on their programs.  

Some of the other major events to watch out 
for this year include Industry Night, Enginerd 
Olympics, the BME Banquet, and many 
more. Keep an eye out for our fliers and an 
ear tuned to our announcement so you don’t 
miss out.  

The BMES at the University of Rochester 

holds open meetings on Wednesdays at 8pm 

in Goergen 239. All are invited to attend 

these meetings; questions and feedback are 

also welcome at any time. I encourage eve-

ryone to support our local chapter and be-

come BMES National members. Forms will 

be available in the BMES office. 

  -Ramzi El Hassan 

The University of Rochester Biomedical Engi-
neering Society (BMES) is looking forward to 
continuing our mission of promoting the pro-
fession of Biomedical Engineering. This year we 
are organizing many events promoting the 
intermingling of undergraduates, graduates, 
and faculty, as well as emphasizing a unified 
BME spirit.  

At the National BMES meeting in Pittsburgh 
this year I was humbled and honored to accept 
the 2009 BMES Student Chapter Meritorious 
Achievement Award, “In recognition of excep-
tional performance in enhancing the BME pro-
fessional awareness and education among its 
members.” This award speaks volumes on the 
work that our chapter did last year which was 
headed up by Nicole Ruszczak (President) and 
Andrew Bochenko (Vice President). The award 
was presented to our chapter only moments 
after Professor Waugh was announced to have 
won the National BMES presidential election.  I 
wish to extend congratulations to both the 
BMES executive board from last year and to 
Rick Waugh on these great achievements. I am 
honored to be part of BMES at the University 
of Rochester.  

Letter from the New President of BMES: Ramzi El Hassan 
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ò...I was able to 

get hands on 

experience such 

as delievering 

babies and being 

the surgical 

assistant.ó 

ò...original research 

on the reactions of 

human lung cells 

with air pollutionéó 

Shadowing at St. Francis Xavier Hospital 

Developing Distress Awareness In the NICU 

This summer, I participated in a Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) at 

the Syracuse Biomaterials Institute. I had the opportunity to do original research 

on the reactions of human lung cells with air pollution for a project that will even-

tually develop a commercial air filter to make the air we breathe safer. I learned 

how to culture cells, to work collaboratively on a real research project and was 

introduced to the concept of optimizing an experiment. 

      -Cassandra Gorman, Class of ‘12 

      Concentration: Cell & Tissue 

This summer I worked with Professor Martin Schiavenato, from the 

School of Nursing, and Professor Laurel Carney on a project attempt-

ing to quantify pain experienced by neonates in The Strong Hospital 

Neonatal Intensive care unit.  After surveying 80 clinicians, we devel-

oped a rank of procedures and the distress they impart on neonates. 

We presented our results to other biomedical researchers at the 

BMES conference on Thursday, October 8th. 

     -Brett Sternfield, Class of ‘11 

This summer I traveled to Assin Foso, Ghana to work in St. Francis Xavier Hospi-

tal.  Here I shadowed doctors in every aspect of the hospital:  Theatre, Children's 

Ward, Adult Ward, Mother-Baby, Labor, Isolation, and Emergency.  Toward the 

end of my six week trip, I was able to get some hands-on experience such as de-

livering babies and being the surgical assistant.  Additionally, I attended various 

healthcare conferences and workshops around Ghana. 

      -Kelli Summers, Class of ‘11 

      Concentration: Cell & Tissue 

ò...attempting 

to quantify 

pain experi-

enced by neo-

nateséó 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  R O C H E S T E R ñ B M E S  

A Look into Undergraduate Summer Research Experience 

REU at Syracuse Biomaterials Institute 


